
URGENT ACTION MEMO 

3210 West Broadway 
Louisville, Ky . 40 211 
May 9, 1968 

FROM: the Southern Conference Educationa l Fund (SCEF) 

TO: Concerned ind ividuals and organizations 

On :' londay ~ .!l_, SNCC Chairman !:::_ . Rdp Brown will &.Q on trial in 
New Orleans. He IS allegea-!o have violate an obscure feaeral statute 
WJlTch prohibit s a man who is under indictment from carrying a gun . If 
convicted, he could be sen tenced to five years I n prison . 

This gun charge is jus t one of several crimes of which Brown is 
accu sed. All of the charges grow out of his arrest for ''counselling to 
arson·· and '"inciting t o riot " after he gave a SPEECH in Cambridge, Mary­
land l as t J uly. A suppressed s ection of the gove rnment's own Kerner 
Commi ssion report-has completely exoneratecr-Brown from anyguilt whatso­
eve r uf the · arson:· and 'riot' . charges. But he still must stand tr ial on 
them and on the other charges, of which the gun charge IS one, stemming 
from t his basic indictment. 

The gun charge was brought against Brown last Augu st, after he had 
made a trip to Louisi ana t o VISi t his mother. The government charges 
tha t he carried a ri fle , which, It is · conceded , was openly checked with 
Eas te rn Airlines. The s tatut e on which he was arrested stands in clear 
vio lat ion .sf our Bill o.f.. Rightswhich ·guaraTitees the right to bear arms 
to every c it izen. It also violates t he basic righ t of a person accusen­
or a Crime to be pre sumed innocent until he IS proven guilty. In fact, 
it is the only statute on the books which makes a cr ime of an innocent 
act performed by a man a ll eged to have broken a law. 

And this law Is so litt l e known that neither Brown nor his attorneys 
had ever heard of It 111 he ~as accus e d of break1ng it. 

There is no doubt that this unconstitutional gun statute ~ beinK 
used against Rap Brown beCause of his political activities. 

Brown has been systematically persecuted since he became Chairman of 
SNCC last spring. The government seems de te rmined to keep him from 
speaking hy keeping him In Jail -- because he I S a symbol and a leade r of 
the mil i tant bl ack movement. 

The freedom of all of u s IS Involved In Rap Brown ' s case. For 
f r eedom of speech and the freedom to organize are the issues at stake . 

Please -- act now . 

WHA1' YOU CAN DO: 

1 . Get this Inf ormation out to peop le and groups you are In touch With . 

2. Hold protest demonstrations on you r campus or In your community. 
Picket federal buildings and demand that the Justice Depa rtment drop 
the gun charges and halt the persecution of Brown. 

3. Send tel egrams and letters of protes t to Attorney General Ramsey 
Clark at the Justice Department, Washington, D.C .. 

4 . Complain to your l oca l press about distorted coverage -- or l ack of 
coverage. Write letters to the ed itor. 

5. Attend the tri a l -- If you liv e anywhere ~ . thin driVIng dis tance of 
New Or leans . The federal courthouse Is l c 3. ted at 4 0 0 Royal St. in 
the French Quarter. 

6 . RAISE MONEY and send It to: 

H. Rap Brown Defense Fund 
c/o SNCC 
360 Ne l son St. SW 
Atlanta, Ga. 


