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Dear Priend: 

Pilgrim's Res~, M1as1sa1pp1 
Auguat 18, 1964 

C«igreaaman Doae.l.d M. Freaer, tor whom I have been uorldng thia summer, va a 
kind enOll8b to f!Mllt 11111 three weeka leave without pay to come with some 100 
nev Preedom School teacher• to Mi11&i1S111pp1 ae _part of a suddenly stepped-up 
effort by the· Summer Project. 

If I were an ea~st, I could surely do SOlletbiDg spectacular and creative 
with my illlprellisiooa c,f the last fev days. They are undoubtedly among tbe most 
vivid and extraordinary I have ever gotten. Ae it is, I can a1m_p1Jr apologize 
for forcing you to contelld with the following unstructured bodge_podge. 

:I'm sitting 011 a tront porch, in a rocking chlllr, in Pilgrim's Rest, 
Miaaiaaii,pi. You wai't find it 011 a map. It's leas a town than a "community." 
A cou1>le at hundred people reside in acmetbing lilte ten square lliles bowld.ed 
by parts ot the vein-lilte dirt roads that pervade. Hollllea COU11ty, and everyone 
is related to everyone eloe. We 're about two hours north ot Jacka011, and not 
too tar from Lexington, which 1a Ol1 a ma{). 

Moat of tbe people in P:llgx-im's Rest are Negroes, and the remainder control 
it. That goes for Holmes County as wel.l. Two-tbirc!s ot the residents ot 
Holme,i County are Negroee, and the sheriff, Bberitf Smith, used to divide bis 
time, before he got bit '11th a federal injunction asainst e.buaive behavior, 
between 11pitting in tl-.eir tacea and beating them u.9. 

Fifteen years ago a a1xtee11 year-old boy was told by a white man to steal a 
saddl.e, 110 that the 'I/bite man could re-aell the aaddle in the next county. 
Tbe boy did. SanellOII, the local. whites decided t.bat it vas the boy's father 
who bad taken the aac.dle. So they beat u_p the father - who incidentally did 
not even know that the aadclle hia aon had been told to steal \f&& mining -
ahot hilll, ura_pped h1,m 111 b&rbe4 ViN, and arassed him U.P a.rid dOllll the road 
tor a whi.le. 

Iaet week a fifteen year-old Negro boy was d.-1v1ng bis vbite boss's t:ac·bor 
down the road vben the boa• came il.l.ons in a tl'Uck and forced the boy nlld the 
tractal' off the road. The boss demanded that the lllOther make good the two 
bundred dollars' damage to the tractGr. The niotber sold all her livestcr.k, 
and wben that wun't enOUGh, the boSB came out vith the sheriff and made the 
wanen sign a 1)11per ebe vasn 't allowed to reed. She tb1Jllts now 1 t was s 
todeiture other welt'l!.re payments. 

I gueas the ract that ebe'e still alive Just goea to show thill8B are gettins 
better 1n M:iaaiasippi. 

Myself ~d a secoad on FreedCIII Sc:bool teacher are staying w:itb Mr, and Mrs. 
Jodie Sa.ttold, Jr. and their three young daughters, Clementine, Clevtne ar.e. 
Me.rgaret. L1lte maey bllt not a.l.l the tamers in Pilgrim's Rest, Jodie OI/Da his 
01111 land. Be r.iaes corn, cotton, hogs~ cattle. They bring him around 
$3,000 per year. 

Jodie <1olllB a pistol, uhich never leaves his aide, and three ntles. Be hwita 



.. 
a little, but they're m~ly juat tor ael.t .im>tect1on, The entire Negro 
"ammm1":,y, and the 11h1te •• 11ell, is &l'llled to the teeth in Pil.Grim's Rest, 
e.lld that aoes for the rest of MiHl.GBil,llli as well. 

Uhtil 1 eame along, Jodie bad neve.r been addreBBed in conversation a.s Milter. 
To h1a b'iends, be is ''Bl-other Saffold," to e. vh1te ID8II "ni13Ser." 

Scee or tbe l'let'(l'Oes in PiJ.{lX'im's Rest th1Dlt that I and tbe five other civil 
rishta workers "'ere were sent by God. Most of the l'learoes understand tba.t we 
are lfortbem college kids. But the kids in Freedc:a School ca.n't even point 
out M1aeias1ppi ai a. map of the Ullited States, much less Minnesota, err 
New York, or CalU'orl11&, and it's 4ec14edl.y 1111.ta.ir to expect them to underst=d 
vho we are or why or tl'cm where we came. 

Jodie Sattold b\lilt h1s house himself. There are four r0a11S, no plumbing, not 
even a well, but juat a cistern, e. wood stove, QD which Mrs. Bat:f'old cooks the 
world 'e be!lt meals, IIOllle dreHers and beds, a.nd a greet big old television set. 
It' e a nice TV, but the S&ttold 'e rarely uatch it, probably because few of the 
prograil18 or advertisements impinge in any Ya)' on the Saffold 'a world or the 
reality of rural Southern Negro exiatence, Mostly, the Saffold' s sit 011 ~eir 
front porch in roclting obaira and wait for the neigl'Jlors to drop over. 

Atter I told Jodie bow much my gu1 tar coat ,ha decidei5 I ,,as the richest man 1.n 
tl:e world and "warn 't nuthin make h11'll b 'lieve difi'rent." He spends t< lot of 
t1me J.a:nenting bis lack of capitaJ., but one ,1onde,·s if he'd rer.,JJ,y like to have 
any mo..-..e. 'lbere is a b!nge misaing an each of three doors in the house, so 
they bave to be lifted rather tba.n swung o_pen. It• s veey unlikely they would 
have ever been repaired ba.d I not sussested lt, evell th01Jgh the job would cost 
nothiJ:18 a.nd take no time. 'Die vord• ambiti~•n a.ad ir.dust:iousness are Ullknown 
da11n bere not only' because they are lone, but also because they are alien 
oonceptG. 

lle~ore I 130 any :f'urtber, I'd better ei:plaill Just what n Freedom School is. 
The two primary pur!,'.J08ea of the Missiseip.Pi 8UJ11111er Project e.re the registraticm 
of voters and the estsbl1Bhment of Freedc:a Schools through,:iut the state, Here 
e,n,l there, all over M1esbs1pp1, little srou~ of Northerners have drif'te~ illto 
towns a?lcl count:eya1de11. &lcb group finds· e church or abandoned build.i.:ig aod 
lets it be ltnwn thr:iugb01J.t tbe Negr-o c.Jlllllluni ty that Freedm School starts next 
Mo~, 

'When the kida cane, at lee.st around here, they doP't 1tno11 emctl:, vbat to ex.pact,' 
and we doc 't ltnow ellllctly what to give then,, But moat of their :-ending levels 
are piti:t'Ul~ behilld their actual ages, ao that's a logical place to ate.rt. 
It' a not too ditticult to interest then 1n the idee. of going to school in the 
summer. h novelty of being spoken to ill a civil manner by a white person 
attreots them. So doea t.be tact that they are not auked t.o o:lhtribute freqat!nt­
ly to cause• of vague 4ef1111tion, the reai purpose of which ia to enhance the 
teacher'• i11.0c:ae. Evidently, extortion among M:iaaiesip,Pi teachers, white Md 
Degro, ia widespread. 

We teach tbem ICllle eoaga; we give tbem book• to read,; ••e show them what f'.rac­
tians e.re; we throw n baaeba.ll a.round; we li&ten to their stories of what white 



me11 get awey with 111 Pilgrim'■ Re,t Ju■t INtcau■e they are white, &11d we try 
to ex.pl.aw to them vey that'■ the cue and what they C&A do abOut it. 

Dobla Jell.II 1'1111ell 11 lO year, olll., She 11 eboey blaclt alld one or e1gbt 
1lleg1tilllate cbildl'e11. Sbe lives w1tb her mother and sisters and brotbera, 
her aunt and her allllt 'e e18b,t illegitimte children, and her gralldpe.renta, 
20 _peo,Pl.e 111 all., ill a tour room bollse 011 a vhite 1118ll'a J.)l.antatioa. 

Before ve cai,ie to 1'%rim'11 Rest, there was _probabJ.1 not much more ill Bobbie 
Je&11'• future thsn a {ew ill.egitimate children of her oun. But ooe day we 
asked the kids to Wl'ite a _poem about aiiyth1ng they pleased. So ten year-014 
Bobbie Jean wrote a _poem she titled "The 0-:1.rl ~orthwhile." 

lf you have DO wealth of ■ilver 
Neither bave rich of gold 
lf you lack the beauty of feature 
Of other girl.a half as old. 

It would be some CODSOlatioo, 
That ~_pta a cheery smile, 
To have a true conviction 
Tbat you are a girl wortbwb.ile. 

But simple sirls worthwhile 
Are e11Dil1 ainl3led out. 
Very lllllal.l things soon tell the world 
To Juet ho11 much they amount. 
Tia not title of singer. 
!for the wardrobe au in style, 
But the quality ot the heart that is wortwbile. 

l'fow girls worthwhile iu-e in demand, 
There 11 roau tor them everyt1bere; 
Their thouebte are s,ure, 
Their words are true, 
Their love, the world l011gs to ahe,re. 

Clean of deceit and scbemes Wlique, 
To gaiJl acne selfish end, 
Their aoule aspire to do the right 
And none but sraoioua acts attend. 

For 10 year old Bobbie Jean, and a dozen or 110 other exceptionally bright 
Freedom School studepte, the chance ap,PBU'&llce of our friendl.1 vbite faces 1n 
P1J.ar1m.'s Re■t thia ■umer baa decisively altered their lives. 

~ 

About bal:r our tillle is devoted to voter regi11trat1on. As i11th so many other 
tb1nga bere 111 Miaai■ai.P.Pi, ooe baa to du_pel. tran hi• mind traditiooal 
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c011Ce,Pti011a ot 1ml, legality., and juatice be:f'ore he can µidulge 1ll tbe 
,lll'OCen ot resietering voters 1n the ,P?O,t)er spirit, Acyvhere else, what we're 
doing would be justly nsarOed aa revolutiouary or at least extra-legal. 

le 118k tbem to till out a queatioaa•1r", these thoroll8h4' im{)OVerished Nesroes 
1ll bCllllea ID.ilea •~ ttth tvo or three roau and three times that maey kida. 
They tell us their-•• ages, lengtbe o:f' reeideace 1D MiaeiH.i,P,Pi (iavari&bly 
lifetime) and in BOlmee cOUDty ( uauall;y lifetime). Then they B1811 the form, 
or llllllte their mark, and when it's done we're not sure vh&t they've dooe, &ad 
vbat they are entitled to do. 

Ve'd like to lllllke more grandiose cl&ilDB tor the benefits of informal regiatra­
tioo 1a the Freedan Democratic Party than we do 1D pre.ctice. Partly, we are 
self-defeated. Ilegroes ill IUui■aip,pi are deathly a:fraid to register to 
vote, &Dd the ~ teuible 1111¥ to bring tbelll witbia ten feet ot tbe voting 
,lll'OCH• 1, to &8111.lft t• tbat, to the ccmtn.ry, they are not rel!,l.1;y register• 
ing at ~. wt just sort of ligning a ,petition. 

'l'bey can't vote, becau8e they baveA't reall;y registered. They &re" "registered" 
heedom llemocl'ata, aa it were, but they've never been to tbe court nouae, and 
ao oobc)cly who reall;y atters, and certa1Dly no man or 1Datitut1oo who or 
vbich baa an;y ,POiler or cootrol 1n either a leea). or ,11olitical aease in the 
acr1ereign state ot M1asios1p,pi is aware of their e:::ieteoce. 

( contiDued on next page) 



I guess \!bat we're dOina more tb&D aeytbuig else 1s educatina 
them. Wben you've Dever voted, because you've never been e.ll.o\led 
to vot:e, your under11u.ndSng ot democracy 1s not ill,posing4, 
soJ!b1aticated. 'Dle idea th&t s1mple mathematical certsi.Dty prorl.des 
tor election of a Negro aberitt it every eligible Negro voter 
exercises his rights 1n a county where h1s race constitutes 2/3 ot 
the populati011 completely, escapes men wboae pi-eoccupat1on tor 
generations has been cheating ate.nation and sustaining an attitude 
ot obsequious obedience toward wbite men. 

I'm not sure what happens t:rom here. ~ Job is done 'When I have 
aent on to the Jackson office the fifty odd F.reedcm Registration 
l'brm8 tllled out and signed by rea1dents of Pilgrim's Rest and 
neiabboring "CIIPIIW!+,ies 'W!lcu I 1-"ff perao.na~ coutacted. 
A,pparentl;y, the ~ 1a to c011duct a "apecial" elect1o.u 1n .No\realber 
1n \lhic:h member• ot the P'reedam llellocratic Party -.:y cast ballots 
for Negro candidates to -nu ordiJ:laril;r 1111contested positions. 
Aleo, by the t:lme you are readil!g thia, the attempt by the Freedom 
llmoeratic Party to be aeated 1n place of the regular Democratic 
Party at the ConventiOn vill have succeeded or :failed. 

A:ar,,ay, it 1s our Wlderatandina as ve drive from house to house 
that the more people we are able to persuade to fill out F.reedcai 
Registration Forma, the greater v1ll be the chances that the PDP 
1s aeated at the COnvent1on, but I w.s 1n Waab1naton long enousJ:) 
before cCID1!:lg here to knov better than that. Would that a 
111mple J)0111t1ve correlation pertained between the n\llll'ber of in­
terested and eligible but d1st:ranch1eed M1se1es1:ppi Negro voters 
and the prospects. th&t legitimacy Vill soon accrue to the FDP! 

Two gentlemen t:rom the Justice Department dropped 1n on the 
Satfolda laat night. llollllea County 1s one 1n lihich the Department 
has initiated a au1t &@linst the votina regiatrar on grounds 
that a so-called pattern of d1scr1mination exists. 'lbere are 
some 20 re.giatered Negro voters 1n Holmes County, against aa11e 
4 or 5 thoUll&lld regiatered whites, and actual registration at 
the court house, l1Jte putting ~ 1J1DDer volunteers, involves 
great risk. But the Sattolds, Bii.d a handtul of other families 
in P1lgr:!m'e Rest, have done both, llldeed, tbe Sa:ffolds have 
attempted to register three t1-11. 

Registration to vote in MiseiHippi involves filling out a form, 
including a section 'Where the :r;rrospective registrant lists 'What 
be c01111idere to be the 11undry d11ties ot citizenahip, and a 
section 'Where he ie allked to interpret part of the Misdes:l.ppi 
Constitution. 

Mr. M:Clellen, the registrar, doe• his level best to discourage 
Begroee even trcm fillin8 out th11 regiatrati011 term. Be lll&kes 
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thm wit 1011G periods, tel111 thl!III it they can't finish by lunch 
time they llho•udn't try at all, and is gene~ all rouDd down 
rigllt rupe. In the pa.et, once the l)atient, unrn:f'i'led Negro 
11111:ceede 1n getting a form. to CQ!ijllete, it has been a foregene 
conclusion that upon returniniJ after tbrity daye he Vill be told 
by .Mr. McOlellen, Vithout expl&DatiOA, that he ball tailed 
"the teat," a,e•n1ng. ot course, that Jtr. McClellen hae decided not 
to register b.1111. 'lhe Sattold,s have "tailed" twice, and we're 
going down 11ext lleek to see about the third time. In October, 
the S&tfolda vUl be asked to teatify 1n court about the n1111erous 
devices em;ployed by Mr, McOlellen to prevent Or disCOIJ%'888 them 
and other Negroes from voting. 

Some very interesting people have bl- :!l1 and out ot Mlssissippi 
Juat in theae ;past two veeka. Author JObn Harsey rode out 1'rcm 
Jackaon Vitti us 'When we tirat arrived. A8 :tar as I Jmo-,r, he's 
liv1ng elaewere 1n Holmes County, ,.-1th a Ifegro family, and doing 
an article tor the Saturday 8Yen1?lg Poat. 

Pete lleeger @llve a terrific concert in Jacks001 le.st veek, and 
t0]1ical song writer R1il Ocha and city blues a:!.llgcr Barbara Ila.De 
ca:no out to Pilgrim's Rest, h&d dinDer with the Satfolda, ~d 
brol.18Jlt down the church last Friday night at a meeting. 

'lilis letter is al.eady drawn out, and 1.t could go on fo:ever, 
but I Bl:!ould conc:1wi6-with same ttml observations. 

I.eat it conceivab1_y seem that this eXl)erien~e has been all vork 
and J'.l.O play, all giving and DO taki...ng, I :c,r:d only mention ~t 
Jodie hae pr<Uieed to teach me to Dill: a co;r, pick cotton, play 
the harmonica, and ride a hor... We•,·~ been -to vi":l.t the 
W1ll1cms Sisters and the Christian He.rmonir.crs, t·.-o aell!­
proteee:!.ol:lal. spiritual gr~, at their hemes, and ha-d a regclnr 
coim.nd pert~. Revival.a are next week 1n P!!.g:::im's Beat. 
All 'Week long there's hell, fire, and brimstone pre:.i.clun 1 eaeh 
J:lieht, and on S\md/1.y the cb1Jdren (usually 13 or 14) 'Who thil:ik 
they 1·-.e "got rel.igion" are baptized l:y being throw in a pond, 
and thus b~t into the nhurc.b, Al.Go nei.."t veek, we're So:!.na 
to viait s.c. ~iU1mn•. rel)Uctedly the best blues gi.:itarist 'for 
miles around. 

'lhere' s danger here in Pilgrim's Rest, not so much as else'lrhere 
in the state, but danger all the same, We are unable to bey 
slllJPl1e11 or gas in any store cr,1aed by a \lbite v1tl!:1n an area 
extending across most of Northern Boaes County 1n which cur 
i,'IIJl)Ose for be1.Dg in Millsias1ppi is well knOWii., lie iu;.ve been 
chased out ot store after atore witb threats on our live11. 
We are leas concerned tr:,r ourael'leB the.n tor people like the 
Saffold& wo, after we ha-ve departed, will be left alol:j!( to face 
the tull wrath of 'White bostUity, 
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It is, after all, an interesting eeneation to feel insecure 1111d 
•~ 1Dlper1lled in the miaet of Americans. White M1&81Hipp1ana 
8lll0ke Lucky Strikes, 111.Y' hell and dawl, drink coca COla, vatch 
Ed Sull.1van, and beat up and mw.-der us Northern whites because ve 
represent lluch II grave threat to their t11De•honored way of life as 
to be 1n.etantl,y traD&formed into veritable foreigners and mortal 
ellelll1ee, 

~e great GIIP 1n 'rrt:f brief but indiapeneable e:lg)erience down here 
will have been contact wit.h white Solitheroers, I'm still naive 
SDOUgh to think they can be reasoned with. But every time I 
set about to try, I am empbati~ diHuaded by veterane With 
physical 111:1d mental WOUDda tncurred over 111onth11 and years ot 
active eei"Yice 1n 'lolbat the SNCC workers like to refer to ae the 
"Front Lines," 

ODce 1n PrllllCe, year betore last, I vent to viev a hunt, complete 
with horses, doge, Prench home, and red caps. It vss fascinating, 
needleu to aay-, the more so since its puticipenta vere pleased 
to elcpla1n the entire proceu to WI a• it vent •lOl:ll· I.aet nigllt 
some hunters ca:ne out 1rall nearbt I>Jral:lt with their hounds to hunt 
:t'oxes till the dawn on Jodie's land. !lbe-1r camp vae Just up the 
hill, and I was alre~ bal.tway there full of questiODs before I 
realized that 'rrr:t chances of cOID.iDg awa,y U!lbarmed were, to be 
pez,fect.4' f'ranlt, exceedingly 8111&11, 

OUr a,-xy orientation vaa conducted in Washington, D.O., and 
as ve left, the three miaaing civil r~t• workers had not been 
:!'oulld, 'lhe Director o:r Freedom Schools, StautOD Iund, is a 
smell, soft-spoken, sensitive, and intense mon. A more still 
ailence never vae than wen he &&id it vas now thought the workers 
bad run 1nto vooda I pursued by angry 'Wbi tea, and lain for hours, 
or perhaps day's, in hiding before their pursuers bad finall,y caua 
upon them and slain them. Stauton said he wanted nooe of us to 
depu-t for M1881HiJJPi unleaa he •a prepared to die, 'Ibat 
pr~ation for him, he said, bad 81D0\1Dted to a kind ot final 
reccOlling ill bis lll1nd ot hi■ ideaJ.s and his expectat:l.0118, ot hie 
notione ot reality, Justice, the :t'll.ture, bu.n d1¢ty Gild a score 
ot other illlmeaaurablea. Ila could rest in peace, he 1'elt, aa 111en 
have rested in peace once absolved o.f1'1c1a1l,y of their ains, \lben 
he had sutt1cientl:y couv11lced bimcelf that death 1n M11111ieeippi 
in the e&Wle of hlDaA f'reedcm would not be de11tb in vain. 

'Dlere 111 one f'IJl&l thing, W:l.cb occurred to me at the outaet, 
dllZ'ing the orientation. Fifty or so oew vclUDteers gathered in 
the ba&ell!el:lt ot a Washington church. It vae a &lll&ll room, and it 
could have been 1n Paris, or St. Petersburg, because we were 
revolutionaries, an4 ·we were d11cuss1Dg revolution. Our avo-.ied 
!nten.t vaa the 11recking and rebd ld-lng nf the social structure ot 
the state ot M111siaaippi. If that social atructure were iutact 
'llben we latt, we wOUld ha.ve :t&iled, and our proposed revolution 
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would have been unsucceaetul. 

'!here we a ~1rl t2le1-e from Oe~·, tb0\16b tile pu-ticular 
country is irrelevant. She'd been here only a tew months, and 
she we aoil:IB to M:Lae1BB1ppi with us. llhen I sensed hov t\mda· 
mentall,y different 1B our concept of revolution tram the concept 
ot revolution elae11here on the globe, and elae'Where 1n history, 
I -was proud, It thi.Dga have to cllaDf.e, and people have to take 
it up011 themselves to change them, it 1a "good", as John Steinbeck 
mi~t ~, to be 1:1011-violent, to be 1110t1vated by the highest 
idealism, to be & little naive, and little Wide-eyed, to be, as 
every Begro eeema to be without exception 1n ~•s Rest at 
least, totall,y IIDV1Dd1ct1ve, It is good to be 8IDOll8 people who 
c0111114er looking liberal a JIOOr aubetitute tor beq Ube~. 
It ia good to be away tram people who 1q "We Sball Overca. 11 

at fraternity parties, and 8IDOllg x,eople llbo sq it 1n rural 
M111111ae1pp1 Baptist churches it and when the spirit, rather 
tban apirita, moves them, It is good, attar all, if one is an 
American, to be proud of it and uncCllll,plaeent about it all at 
once. 

Well, perhaps I have rambled on about long enough. By the tiJlle 
you see this, I'll be back in the ottiee& of Congressman Fraser 
1n Waahuieton. 432 Old Bouse Offl.ce Jluildq 111 the address 
tor c~ta aDd criticism, wich in01dentall,y, are encouraged, 
ll'lmJJy, apologies for the 1-Per&anallty of this kind of letter, 
but I hope you Will understand the need for it. 

Sincerely yours, 

David Barnum 
Pil(!rilll's Rest, M:l.ss1aa1pp1 
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